God Celebrates Your Return to Him

And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you. I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’[b] 22.But the
father said to his servants,[c] ‘Bring quickly the
best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on
his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring
the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is
alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they
began to celebrate.

Luke 15:21-24 ESV
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“What speaks to you
from this passage?

Scripture readings: Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Tears The father in the story of the prodigal
of the Father son suffered much. He saw his younger
son leave, knowing the

—Henri Nouwen,

Ntioe i/ henrinoLWeniors disappointments, rejections and abuses

facing him. He saw his older son become
angry and bitter, and was unable to offer
him affection and support. A large part

of the father’s life has been waiting. He
ﬁ'm could not force his younger son to come

6/ e w” home or his older son to let go of his
resentments. Only they themselves
Lord Jesus, could take the initiative to return.
Help me to
believe in During these long years of waiting the
Your love and father cried many tears and died many
trustin Your deaths. He was emptied out by
full suffering. But that emptiness had
acceptance. created a place of welcome for his sons
Amen when the time of their return came. We

are called to become like that father.
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